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JUST DO IT
BY JAMES RAFFERTY

COINED IN AN ADVERTISING agency meeting for Nike, 
the “Just Do It” campaign launched in 1988. It was highly 
successful, as one of the top two taglines of the 20th 
century, being both “universal and intensely personal.” Nike 
presented this advertising slogan as the center of “a tough, 
take no prisoners ad campaign.” One of the campaign’s 
objectives was to target all Americans regardless of age, 
gender or physical fitness level. This universal message 
took Nike from 877 million to over 9 billion dollars in 
worldwide sales.

Believers are not called to talk about tennis shoes or 
sportswear. We aren’t depending on the power of the 
“swoosh” (the Nike tick logo seen on all its apparel). Our 
purpose is to target all people with the message of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ (Matthew 24:14; Revelation 14:6). Our burden 
is to reach the world with the message of God’s inclusive good 
news. Our goal is to take the message presently received by 
18.5 million members to the over 7 billion people presently 
populating the planet (Revelation 18:1).

The everlasting gospel is for every nation, kindred, tongue 
and people from a God of infinite love. It proclaims a living 
victorious Savior for all mankind who asks us to respond 

to His love by accepting the gift of salvation (John 3:16; 1 
Timothy 2:5-6). It refuses excuses like I’m not good enough 
or I’m not strong enough. The gospel takes us as we are, 
where we are. Believe in Jesus. Accept Jesus. Respond to 
Jesus. Surrender to Jesus. Trust in Jesus.

“Just do it.”

“Just do it” includes asking, seeking, accepting, allowing, 
responding, embracing and every other “ing” that leads to 
salvation by grace.

We don’t have to make ourselves good enough, right 
enough, of strong enough . . . we are called to place our 
hurting hearts in the care of Calvary.

“Just do it.”

We will be transformed. Our lives redirected. Our dreams will 
come alive. Hope is restored. Peace is found. Joy is defined. 
Purpose is discovered. Power is realized. Opportunity 
abounds and service takes the place of lethargy. Our eternal 
value is realized.

When you believe in Him, accept Him, and surrender to Him, 
Jesus steps into your world and creates you anew in the 
image of God. He brings back the joy, the peace, the hope, 
the purpose, the love. This is the message of the gospel. 
The hope of heaven is that everyone who hears the gospel 
message will “just do it.” Amen.   



MY RECENT TRIP TO Malawi was very fruitful. The Voice of 
Prophecy Bible School Director, Pastor Moffat Botolo, went 
out of his way to make my visit meaningful. His department 
of the Malawi Union Conference is very active in using Light 
Bearers’ literature. In fact, they have an impressive organized 
system in place for the distribution of the material.

First, they engage in mass distribution of message tracts and 
Bible School enrollment cards. Target areas include market 
places, schools, prisons, hospitals and public marches.

Secondly, church members go door-to-door enrolling people 
as students in the Bible School.

In order to facilitate the constant flow of new students, the 
church in Malawi operates 1,470 Bible Schools at local 
churches. This method of outreach involves a lot of hard 
work, but the church members are obviously happy to 
engage in the task because they see the fruit from their 
labors. Botolo points out that, “The Voice of Prophecy Bible 
School has been proven to be one of the most exciting and 
effective means of communication of the gospel in Malawi.”

This creates a perfect partnership between the church in 
Malawi and Light Bearers. Because they are so intentional and 
organized in their soul-winning efforts, we are eager to send 
them as much literature as we can. Back in 2011 we sent 
them a container of Swahili Bible lessons. They transported 
339 boxes of the lessons to South Malawi Field, 176 boxes 
were sent to North Malawi Field, and 176 boxes were sent 
to Central Malawi Conference. In due course, 13,250 were 
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baptized into Christ as a result of church members effectively 
using the materials received from Light Bearers.

Another exciting discovery on my trip was that Adventist 
shop owners in Malawi give their customers Light Bearers 
literature and enroll them in the Bible School. I met one of 
these shop owners. He explained that shoppers not only 
come to his store to buy groceries, they also keep coming 
back to turn in their completed Bible lessons and receive 
news ones. The shop owner reviews and corrects each 
completed lesson in order to coach the students along intheir 
study of Scripture.

Close to this shop I met a Seventh-day Adventist who 
introduced the study guides to his house help. In my interview 
with him, he shared how much the Bible lessons meant to 
him. He has experienced a closer walk with God and his 
whole lifestyle changed. At first, his wife refused to study the 
lessons, but he did not give up on her. Eventually she began 
reading the lessons and now she has been baptized.

There was another successful method that got my attention 
in Malawi. Church members select an area and pitch a booth 
every week for three months. The whole point of the booth 
is to enroll people in the Bible study course. The community 
knows that the booth is operating every Sunday, which 
allows them to bring each completed lesson for examination 
and then receive the next one in the series. When a good 
number of people have finished all lessons, the church 
conducts a graduation ceremony for them.

The goal of the Malawi Union Conference is to establish 
weekly Bible studies with people in every community of 
their territory, and Light Bearers’ literature is vital to the 
accomplishment of this goal. With the hope and prayer that 
we will continue to supply their literature needs, they have set 
the following goals:

1.	 To assist people in every community to gain a continual 
in-depth understanding of the Bible and acquaint them 
with the Adventist message through Light Bearers’ 
literature. To achieve this we will:

•	 Train and involve at least 80% of church members in 
Bible work

•	 Conduct personal witnessing seminars

•	 Zone the churches into small Bible study groups

2.	 To enroll 200,000 people in the Bible School course by 
December 2019. To achieve this we will:

•	 Seek to have at least 75% of our churches send an 
enrollment card by December 2016 to every person 
on their interest list

•	 Advertise the Bible course on Adventist radio 
and television

•	 Visit all accessible prisons and mail or deliver 
enrollment cards by June 2016

•	 Establish a Malawi Union Conference on-line Bible 
School by March 2016

•	 Receive more containers of gospel literature from 
Light Bearers

The highlight of my visit was when I had the privilege to 
attend one of the Bible School graduations, during which 
more than 70 students received their certificates along with a 
Bible. It was a high Sabbath.

What a blessing it was to personally see that our brothers 
and sisters in Malawi are effectively using the literature in an 
organized manner with good results. I am passing on their 
appreciation to the supporters of Light Bearers for making all 
of this possible for them.   

. . . the church in Malawi operates 
1,470 Bible Schools at local churches.

YOU CAN MAKE A GLOBAL IMPACT!

Visit lightbearers.org to learn more about 
the publishing work of Light Bearers and 
prayerfully consider partnering with us.
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Save 25% on any or all 

these great resources, now 

through March 31!

Use promo code:

L O V E

O R D E R  O N L I N E
WWW.LIGHTBEARERS.ORG

O R D E R  B Y  P H O N E
1 -877-585-1 1 1 1

SAVE
25%

 LIGHT BEARERS       37457 JASPER LOWELL RD, JASPER, OR 97438       541.988.3333       INFO@LIGHTBEARERS.ORG       LIGHTBEARERS.ORG

REL ATIONSHIP  & 
B IBL ICAL  SEXUALITY
Whether you are dating to find 

the “right one,” newly married, or 

a seasoned veteran of marriage, 

this beautiful 5-disc series by 

Ty Gibson is sure to help build 

a solid foundation for your 

current or future marriage.

NOW ONLY

$11.24 + S&H

FEBRUARY 1
Hope Channel Germany
+49 62 57 506530
Ty Gibson

FEBRUARY 2
Cascade Adventist Church
Bend, OR
541.749.9005
James Rafferty

FEBRUARY 12-14
Lake Union Youth Congress
Chicago, IL
Jeffrey Rosario

MARCH 5
Cascade Adventist Church
Bend, OR
541.749.9005
James Rafferty

MARCH 12
Cascade Adventist Church
Bend, OR
541.749.9005
James Rafferty

MARCH 24-28
Youth in Mission Congress
Offenburg, Germany
Ty Gibson, David Asscherick

SPEAKING SCHEDULE

see more events at lightbearers.org

25% OFF

Hitchhiking for Love is 

straight talk for young lovers. 

David Asscherick invites 

young people to really think 

about their relational future.

NOW ONLY

$7.49 + S&H

25% OFF

Whether you’re happily or 

unhappily married, Growing 

Your Marriage God’s Way by 

David Asscherick is packed 

with practical advice for you.

NOW ONLY

$11.24 + S&H
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