. . . Boston, continued from p. 1
love––it is also the point itself!
God made us free to be free.
The founding fathers of the United States understood freedom could not come
from a human document, be it The Declaration of Independence, The United
States’ Constitution, or, later, The Emancipation Proclamation. They understood
that these documents were simply articulating a deeper, more fundamental reality:
that freedom is a gift (and a responsibility!) that comes from God.
Jesus came to announce and secure this freedom, which had been lost to sin,
death and Satan himself. “Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free
indeed” (John 8:36).
Thank you Jesus for freedom, true freedom.
And for Boston.
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with messages of justice, showed a screening of a documentary on justice
by Christian journalists and hosted a charity concert to support a local
humanitarian ministry that is reaching out to girls that have been victims of
this evil.
This is just the beginning. Because in light of all the real needs that
surround us, God is calling His people to step up and take action. Not
because this is a good option for Christians; but because this is what it means
to be Christians.
“Give justice to the weak and the fatherless; maintain the right of the
afflicted and the destitute. Rescue the weak and the needy; deliver them from
the hand of the wicked” (Psalm 82:3-4, ESV).
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By David Asscherick

June 15-17

M

y family and I recently had the
privilege of spending some
time touring around Boston
following a speaking appointment. Not
being a city person, I had but mild
anticipation. The primary goals were
to expose my boys to some American
history, and to have a couple relaxing
days with friends. Both of those
missions were accomplished.
But God, as He so often does,
surprised me with an unexpected
blessing and message.
That blessing and message? Freedom!
As we drove and walked from place
to place, I was repeatedly confronted
with this most basic longing of the
soul––American, or otherwise. The
famous Boston walk is called the
Freedom Trail. From Lexington and
Battle Road, to North Bridge and the
site of Paul Revere’s capture, the whole
land is steeped in the grand quest for
freedom.

The human soul longs to be free,
and in this sense American history is
everyone’s history. That freedom is a
universal and fundamental longing, and
is easily demonstrated. One need only
grab another human being suddenly
and firmly by the arm and begin to
pull them somewhere, anywhere. What
will happen? The person will reflexively
resist, and will likely try to break free
from your coercive dragging.
Why? The answer is as simple as it
is human: they want to be free. In this
case, free of your discourteous yanking.
Given a choice, people always prefer
freedom. And when no choice is given,
and the human spirit is pushed too far
into the corner of coercive submission,
freedom will be fought for. The
colonists grew weary of England’s king
and his taxes. They felt constrained and
coerced. Naturally, they resisted. Their
resistance became an ideal, and that
ideal became a country.

“We hold these truths to be selfevident, that all men are created
equal, that they are endowed by their
Creator with certain unalienable
rights, that among these are Life,
Liberty [Freedom!] and the pursuit of
Happiness.”
As I walked with my family and
friends along the Freedom Trail, a
single Bible verse kept echoing and
reechoing in my mind: “For freedom
Christ has set us free” (Galatians 5:1,
ESV).
Think that through for a moment.
For freedom Christ has set us free.
That is, the purpose of freedom is
freedom. God made us to be free,
first and foremost because freedom is
virtuous and beautiful in and of itself.
Yes, I know that God desires us to love
Him supremely and our fellow man
sincerely, and that this requires genuine
freedom, but freedom is not merely the
means to another thing––in this case,
continued on p. 4 . . .
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Consider This . . .
We hold these truths to be selfevident, that all men are created
equal, that they are endowed
by their Creator with certain
unalienable Rights, that among
these are Life, Liberty and the
pursuit of Happiness.
The Declaration of
Independence
No church within the limits of
Romish jurisdiction was long left
undisturbed in the enjoyment
of freedom of conscience. No
sooner had the papacy obtained
power than she stretched
out her arms to crush all that
refused to acknowledge her
sway, and one after another
the churches submitted to her
dominion.
Ellen G. White,
Great Controversy, p. 62
It was the desire for liberty of
conscience that inspired the
Pilgrims to brave the perils of
the long journey across the
sea, to endure the hardships
and dangers of the wilderness,
and with God’s blessing to lay,
on the shores of America, the
foundation of a mighty nation.
Yet honest and God-fearing
as they were, the Pilgrims did
not yet comprehend the great
principle of religious liberty. The
freedom which they sacrificed so
much to secure for themselves,
they were not equally ready to
grant to others. “Very few, even
of the foremost thinkers and
moralists of the seventeenth
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century, had any just conception
of that grand principle,
the outgrowth of the New
Testament, which acknowledges
God as the sole judge of human
faith.”—Martyn, vol. 5, p. 297.
The doctrine that God has
committed to the church the
right to control the conscience,
and to define and punish
heresy, is one of the most
deeply rooted of papal errors.
While the Reformers rejected
the creed of Rome, they were
not entirely free from her spirit
of intolerance. The dense
darkness in which, through the
long ages of her rule, popery
had enveloped all Christendom,
had not even yet been wholly
dissipated. Said one of the
leading ministers in the colony
of Massachusetts Bay: “It
was toleration that made the
world antichristian; and the
church never took harm by the
punishment of heretics.”—Ibid.,
vol. 5, p. 335.
The regulation was adopted
by the colonists that only church
members should have a voice
in the civil government. A kind
of state church was formed,
all the people being required
to contribute to the support of
the clergy, and the magistrates
being authorized to suppress
heresy. Thus the secular power
was in the hands of the church.
It was not long before these
measures led to the inevitable
result--persecution.
Ellen G. White,
Great Controversy, p. 292-293

Arise and Do Justice
By Jeffrey Rosario

T

hroughout the month of April,
the ARISE interns had been
working hard to plan for Justice
Week at the University of Oregon.
The week’s objective was to raise
awareness of the terribly dark reality
of sex trafficking.
As a global enterprise, it’s the
second largest criminal industry
in the world today, and the fastest
growing.
Approximately 80 percent of
victims are girls and women, and up
to 50 percent are minors.
The total revenue for human
trafficking is estimated to be in
excess of $32 billion.
Today there are 28 million slaves
in the world. That’s more than any
other time in history; more than
the entire 400-years of the transAtlantic slave trade.
All this sounds like the things
that happen in India or Africa or

Southeast Asia. Not in Oregon.
But the reality is that Portland
and Eugene are major hubs for
recruitment. Girls (some as young as
12) are forced into the commercial
sex trade by pimps that traffic them
between Seattle and San Francisco,
cycling through truck stops and
motels, sometimes forcing them to
work up to 20 hours a day. This is
modern-day slavery.
Until recently, I had no idea this
was such a prevalent issue. I was
especially ignorant that this was
happening in my own neighborhood.
My eyes were opened two months
ago when I attended the Justice
Conference in Portland, Oregon.
In only its second year, it has
grown to become one of the largest
international gatherings on social
and biblical justice. The goal was to
raise awareness about justice related
issues such as human trafficking,
slavery, poverty, HIV/AIDS and
human rights. I joined over 4,000
attendees from 41 states and 20
countries, most of them belonging
to my own generation of twentysomethings.
I’ve never been in the company

of so many Christians who desire
to educate themselves on how they
can promote justice in a world of
injustice. We encountered some
modern day heroes like Stephen
Bauman, President of World Relief,
who said:
“Today, all across the globe, local
churches are discovering that justice
is our responsibility and that God
has no plan B.”
Today, it seems like the vast
majority of American Christians
don’t see the gospel in its wider
scope. Christianity has been watered
down and commercialized. But
according to the New Testament,
Jesus was a champion of human
rights. He identified Himself with
the downtrodden and oppressed.
He cast His lot with the vulnerable.
The gospel is about restoring our
relationship with God and with our
neighbors!
As Martin Luther King, Jr. said:
“The gospel at its best deals with
the whole man, not only his soul
but his body, not only his spiritual
well-being, but his material wellbeing. Any religion that professes
to be concerned about the souls of

men and is not concerned about the
slums that damn them, the economic
conditions that strangle them and
the social conditions that cripple
them is a spiritually moribund
religion awaiting burial.”
That’s gospel truth right there. A
clear indicator of our love to God
is how we treat the unfortunate.
The experience of actually knowing
God would compel us to care for
others and engage in justice. It’s not
an option for Christians; it’s what it
means to be Christian.
I sat there listening to testimonies,
being stirred by impassioned appeals
to action, hearing about different
Christian organizations that are
emancipating God’s children all over
the world from poverty, exploitation
and human trafficking.
So I was just sitting there, as a
Seventh-day Adventist Christian,
thinking, “Where is my church?
Where is our booth? What are we
doing?”
On April 28, the ARISE interns
concluded the week-long emphasis
on campus. They passed out
several thousand invitations to
students, covered many sidewalks
continued on p. 4 . . .
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